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The EU SAFE Project (2001- 2005) conducted experimental 
research, modelling, farm surveys and policy analysis. 

EURAF was formed in Dec 2011 to 
 

○ Promote agroforestry by any means, including 
lobbying for appropriate policies at the European scale.

○ Organise a bi-annual congress. (next 25-27/5/2016)
○ Send an electronic newsletter to all members.
○ Manage a dedicated website, www.agroforestry.eu, with 

the aim of sharing information, scientific results and 
policy issues related to agroforestry. 

○ Make agreements with related national and 
international organisations for the exchange of 
information and organization of joint congresses and 
seminars.



European Agroforestry Federation (EURAF)

National Associations affiliated to EURAF

Belgium: AWAF -  Association pour l’Agroforesterie en Wallonie et à Bruxelles
WERVEL - Werkgroep voor een Rechtvaardige en Verantwoorde landbouw

Czech Republic: CSPA - Český spolek pro agrolesnictví
Denmark: POL - Plantning og Landskap
France: AFAC - Association Française Arbres Champêtres et Agroforesteries

AFAF - Association Française d’Agroforesterie. 
Germany: AG-AFD - GPW Arbeitsgemeinschaft Agroforst
Greece: HAN - Ελληνικό Αγροδασικό Δίκτυο
Hungary MASZ - Magyar Agroerdészeti Szövetség "- coming very soon
Italy: AIAF - Associazione Italiana Agroforestazione

SISEF - Società Italiana di Selvicoltura ed Ecologia Forestale
Netherlands: AN - Agroforestry Nederland
Poland: OSA - Ogólnopolskie Stowarzyszenie Agroleśnictwa
Spain: AGFE- Asociación Agroforestal Española
Sweden: PS - Permakultur Sverige

ANNC - Agroforestry Network for Nordic Climates 
Switzerland: IG Agroforst - Interessensgemeinschaft Agroforst
United Kingdom: FWF - Farm Woodland Forum

http://www.awaf.be
http://www.wervel.be/
http://www.wervel.be/
http://agrolesnictvi.cz/
http://www.plantningoglandskab.dk/
http://afac-agroforesteries.fr/
http://afac-agroforesteries.fr/
http://www.agroforesterie.fr/index.php
http://www.agroforesterie.fr/index.php
http://www.gpw.uni-kiel.de/de/arbeitsgemeinschaften
http://www.agroforestry.gr/
http://www.agroforestry.it/
http://sisef.org/gdl/agroforestry/
http://sisef.org/gdl/agroforestry/
http://agro-forestry.nl/agro-forestry-2/
http://agroforestry.pl/
https://www.google.es/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cesefor.com%2Fnoticias%2Fla-secf-impulsara-la-creacion-de-la-asociacion-agroforestal-espanola&ei=6BRWVau1H4n0Ut-kgagP&usg=AFQjCNFT-iuMZ4trTT0ZYcIZjAIqdBseuQ&bvm=bv.93564037,d.d24
http://www.permakultur.se/
http://xn--stjrnsund-x2a.nu/agroforestrynatverket/
http://xn--stjrnsund-x2a.nu/agroforestrynatverket/
http://xn--stjrnsund-x2a.nu/agroforestrynatverket/
http://www.agridea.ch/de/netzwerke_plattformen/liste/interessensgemeinschaft_agroforst_ig_agroforst/
http://www.agroforestry.ac.uk/


Definition of ‘agroforestry’

● EU:  Article 23 of the new Rural Development 
Regulation 1305/201:  “For the purposes of this 
Article, agroforestry systems are defined as land use 
systems in which trees are grown in combination 
with agriculture on the same land”

● USDA: “Agroforestry is the intentional growing of 
trees and shrubs in combination with crops or 
forage. Agroforestry also includes tree and shrub 
plantings on the farm or ranch that improve habitat 
value or access by humans and wildlife, or that 
provide woody plant products in addition to 
agricultural crops or forage. Agroforestry is 
distinguished from traditional forestry by having the 
additional aspect of a closely associated agricultural 
or forage crop.”

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:347:0487:0548:en:PDF


Measure 222 EU Rural Development Plans (2007-13)

● Measure 221 - afforestation of agricultural 
land, was adopted in 66 regions (from 88)

● Measure 222 - agroforestry was initially 
planned in 18 regions (CY, ES(6), FR(2), 
HU, IT(5), PT(2), UK(1)). More than 3000 
beneficiaries were planned on 60 000 ha.

● Two more France (Hexagone) and Flanders 
joined in 2010 after mid-term reviews.

● Agroforestry was present in other measures: �
Tamas Szedlak (FWF 2012)

http://www.agroforestry.ac.uk/sites/www.agroforestry.ac.uk/files/files/2012%20meeting/TSz%20Bangor%20AF%202012%20shrt.pdf


Forestry Measures 2007-
2013

(around 7 Billion €)

221 First afforestation of agricultural land 
222 First establishment of agroforestry systems 
223 First afforestation of non agricultural land 
224 Natura 2000 payments 
225 Forest environment payments 
226 Restoring forestry potential & prevention actions 
227 Non-productive investments



BUT Implementation of Measure 222 was very poor ...

Last update Feb 2014
Beneficiary targets (achieved)

● Belgium 75 (7)
● France 610 (15)
● Hungary 300 (93)
● Italy 1032 (2)
● Portugal 575 (3)
● Total 2592 (120) - 4.6%

 
Area targets (ha) (achieved)

● Belgium 250 (7.55)
● France 3032 (92)
● Hungary 3000 (905.5)
● Italy 6729 (24)
● Portugal 15025 (183)
● Total 28036 (1212) - 4.3%

Financial Targets



Are we learning the lessons?
RDP 2007-13 (Measure 222) RDP 2014-2020 (Measure 8b)

1
Lack of knowledge of AF by farmers, officers, consultants? Too 

much bureaucracy?

EURAF, AGFORWARD, AGROFE. Massive effort in France with ministerial 
support (“50% farmers using agroforestry by 2025” target). New agroforestry 

associations.

2 Limited range of AF systems supported - mainly silvopastoral?
Too early to tell, but still only silvopastoral in Hungary and Flanders and 

unclear if silvoarable allowed in all regions in Portugal.

3 No funding for maintenance costs?
Maintenance costs now provided for 5 years. But are levels lower than 

forestry? Are payments for establishment also lower (if pro-rata per tree)?

4
Farmers worry about land is classified as permanent forest 

rather agricultural land?

LPIS rules consider that agroforestry is ‘agricultural’ IF evidence of farming is 
measurable AND tree canopy cover <50% (Annex 9) or density less than 100 

trees/ha (Annex 10). Land classified as ‘forest’ will loose Basic Payments 
(after the ‘commitment period’ ends). Still great confusion over exemptions (q.

v.)

5 Loss of Single Farm Payment with densities >50 trees/ha?

Exemption possible for ‘immature parcels’ but MS not applying this, 
Exemptions allowed for GAEC-7 trees, ‘grazed trees’ ‘permanent crop trees’, 

or if MS use the 2009 Healthcheck exemption for ‘afforestation’ on parcels 
getting direct payments in 2009.

6
Need to plant at final tree densities (not allowing scope for 

thinning and selection)

The first two RDPs to implement Measure 8b still talk about planting at the 
final density (e.g. 100-200 trees/ha). Is a role for "Simplified Agroforestry 
Management Plan"?



CAP 2014-2020 - Pillar II - Rural Development Measures
�These need to be monitored in individual MS Rural Development Plans
1305/2013 Forest Block (Measures 8a to 8e)

● Afforestation and creation of woodland (Art 22)
● Establishment of agroforestry systems (Art 23) - Measure 8b
● Prevention and restoration of damage to forests from forest fires and natural disasters and 

catastrophic events (Art 24)
● Investments improving the resilience and environmental value of forest ecosystems (Art 25)
● Investments in forestry technologies and in processing and marketing of forest products (Art 26)

1305/2013 Other Measures
● Knowledge transfer and information actions (Art 14)
● Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services (Art 15) 
● Investments in physical assets (Art 17) 
● Farm and business development (Art 19) (includes non-agricultural activities and investments) 
● Setting up of producer groups (Art 27) 
● Natura 2000 and Water Framework Directive payments (Art 30) 
● Forest-environmental and climate services and forest conservation (Art 34) 
● Cooperation measure (Art 35) (for innovation and cooperation projects)



Pillar I - Cross Compliance rules can be +ve and -ve 
Regulation 1306/2013, on financing, management 
and monitoring of the CAP:

● Appendix II. GAEC7 “Retention of landscape features, including 
where appropriate, hedges, ponds, ditches, trees in line, in groups 
or isolated, field margins and terraces, and including a ban on cutting 
hedges and trees during the bird breeding and rearing season and, as 
an option, measures for avoiding invasive plant species” 

● Note that throughout Europe GAEC7 “landscape trees” are exempt 
from the 100 tree rule (like ‘grazed’ trees or ‘permanent crop’ trees).

● In France all hedges and hedge trees have been declared GAEC7.
● In England GAEC7 includes  hedges and TPOs and bans hedge/tree 

trimming from 1 March to 31 Aug.
● In England must not cultivate closer cultivate or apply .

fertilizers/pesticides closer than than 2m to the centre of a hedge.
● In England GAEC4 (minimum soil cover) is met by trees, coppice, 

fruit crops, hops, nursery crops, vines.

National Forest Company

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013R1306&from=EN
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397044/Cross_compliance_handbook_v2_web.pdf


 2014-2020 Pillar 1 - England bans tree-pruning between 1.3 & 31.8

Pruning in summer vital for some species - e.g. 
French Poplar Pruning Guidance

Peuplier de France - le portail de la filière peuplier

● The objective is to suppress basal branches to obtain a trunk free of 
knots.

● Depending on the poplar’s growth, thinning should start in the 2nd or 
3rd year,  taking at most two branch whorls, starting when the 
branches are 2cm in diameter.

● Pruning should be progressive and moderate.  Too often poplars are 
like feathers after a vigorous pruning, and many epicormic shoots 
are produced the following year. The pruned height should not 
exceed one third of the tree height at the first pruning, half the height 
thereafter.

● The higher the pruning the more expensive it is, but pruning is 
possible to 6m using saws with extension arms.  Above this a ladder 
or bucket are needed to go to 8m.

● The most favourable period to do this work is between the 15th 
of July and the 15th of September (to obtain good closure of 
the pruning wounds).

● Branches should be cut close to the trunk, but preserving the branch 
collar.  Pruning which leaves branch ‘pegs’ must be avoided 
because these cause ‘black knots’ which are even worse than the 
knots caused by live branches.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1svU3bHguZsgOB6pApFMeElfQqBqEvkMnt2n1ciSN5fk/edit#gid=0
http://www.peupliersdefrance.org/tailles-et-elagages-744271.html
http://www.peupliersdefrance.org/tailles-et-elagages-744271.html


2014-2020 Pillar 1: - BPS and 
Greening (England)
Ecological Focus Areas (England): implementation of 
Delegated Regulation 639/2014.

IN: buffer strips, catch crops, cover crops, fallow land, hedge 
(wooded strip?), nitrogen-fixing crop.

OUT: isolated trees, copses, trees in lines, ponds, ditches, 
stone walls, agroforestry, forest edges, SRC, afforestation

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/406452/BPS_Handbook_-_final_v1.0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/406452/BPS_Handbook_-_final_v1.0.pdf


2014-2020 Pillar II - Rural Development (England)

English RDP adopted by the Commission on 13.2.15 

€4,056 million of public money that is available from 2014-2020 (€3 471 million from the EU budget)

The five biggest RDP measures in budgetary terms (public allocation) are:

● €2,900m Measure 10: Agri-Environment Climate (Art 28) “Tree planting around point sources could help 
capture ammonia aerosols, The planting of individual or small groups of trees for parkland, hedgerows, orchards, 
Riparian and floodplain woodland can protect river morphology and moderate stream temperatures.”

● €323m    Measure 4: Productive and nonproductive investments
● €218m    Measure 8: Forestry (Art 22-26) (14m ha to be planted, 10.5m ha native, 3.5 non-native) 
● €174m    Measure 19: Leader
● €107m    Measure 6: Farm and business development
● …………..
● €27m      Measure 15: Forest Environment and Climate services (Art 34) “The distinct character of wood 

pasture and parkland sets them apart from the surrounding landscape, creating a recognisable sense of space 
and often providing public access.  Carbon sequestration through forest and woodland management”



French Minister of Agriculture backs agroforestry

Latest news HERE on the CAP and Agroforestry in France

http://www.agroforesterie.fr/documents/reglementations/Agroforesterie-AFAF-Agreau-fiche-reglementation-Arbres-haies-et-bandes-vegetalisees-dans-la-PAC-2015-2020-mai-2015.pdf


Agroforestry is coming ...

Agroforestry is no longer a ‘niche’ land use
● At the National Agroforestry Day (12/12/14) the French Ministry of 

Agriculture announced a target of ‘50% of farmers using agroforestry by 
2025’.

● The EU Climate and Energy Framework (24/10/14) encourages both 
afforestation and agricultural intensification - which exactly describes 
agroforestry: 

The European Council invites the Commission to examine the best means of encouraging the 
sustainable intensification of food production, while optimising the sector's contribution to 
greenhouse gas mitigation and sequestration, including through afforestation. Policy on how to 
include Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry  into the 2030 greenhouse gas mitigation 
framework will be established as soon as technical conditions allow and in any case before 2020.

https://enjeuxenergies.wordpress.com/2014/12/03/lagroforesterie-les-arbres-au-secours-de-lagriculteur-liberation/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/145397.pdf


Further Information
EU Agroforestry Federation
● www. agroforestry.eu
● www.eurafwiki.eu

Projects
● Agforward - www.agforward.eu
● Agrofe -       www.agrofe.eu
● SAFE -        www1.montpellier.inra.fr/safe/

http://www.agroforestry.eu
http://www.agroforestry.eu
http://www.eurafwiki.eu
http://www.eurafwiki.eu
http://www.agforward.eu
http://www.agrofe.eu
http://www1.montpellier.inra.fr/safe/

